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I.
Introduction

ABEMO has made important steps in providing GBV protection and response to the Cameroonian population, and ABEMO’s activities have generated enthusiasm and support from a variety of stakeholders and partners. Many Cameroonian women are now aware of their rights under international and Cameroonian laws. Yet without continuing awareness-raising and assistance for victims of GBV, specifically FGM and widowhood, these successes are likely to unravel, as many women and girls in Cameroon continue to face a critical lack of legal awareness.  

Accordingly, with funding from The Global Fund for Women USA, ABEMO carried out work in Cameroonian population in 2004. ABEMO also opened a ‘phone line’, that provides answers calls and provides immediate referrals to victims of violence in Southwest province. 

II.     Program Context

Since 2002, ABEMO has been operating free legal educational services for victims of FGM and widowhood and other GBV victims in Cameroon. These has proven to be a highly effective means of defending the rights of victims of widowhood, sexual violence and other abuses, and they had a significant impact on the incidence of FGM in the region, as potential perpetrators recognized that there were now concrete consequences for the abuse of women.

The problem of violence against women and girls is not restricted to the Ejaghams—it is common among the Cameroonian population in the neire Southwest and Northwest as well. Combined with both a lack of knowledge of and poor enforcement of women’s rights, Cameroonian women and girls have little legal, medical, or educational recourse with regards to gender-based violence. 

Thus, ABEMO runs the legal education and sensitizations services in the local in Southwest, providing free legal assistance to victims and training community individuals and groups on GBV issues. 

III. 
Beneficiaries—Targeted Population

The program targets women and girls in Southwest and in the region around Ejagham settlements. The project covers urban populations in Buea, Mamfe and Kumba towns and the villages - and rurally-based populations in the prefectures surrounding Eyumojock sub division. By increasing education about GBV and women’s rights in general, the program indirectly benefits judiciary, and the entire population of these areas, not just women and girls.

IV. 
Program Implementation

Within the period, which is the foundation for this report, the program continued its approach to responding to violence against women and girls in Cameroon. Activities were dedicated largely to sensitization, referral network, broadcast of radio messages, trainings, as well as provision of response and psychosocial services.  As explained in this report, some progress has been made against output and impact indicators, as listed in ABEMO’s logical framework.
Program Goal :      To foster prevent and response to violence against women

                                 and girls in Cameroon 

Objective I:  
 Protect women’s human and legal rights against violence and exploitation.

Indicator 1:  At least one sensitization activity is conducted per month to inform women of its services and how to access them.

Every month women were sensitized and educated in each target region to make them aware of the services and how to access them. Additionally, the project staff made monthly trips to village markets days, health clinics and other locations where women regularly gathered in order to publicize the services, and to make them selves available to potential clients. Sensitization was centered around the importance of reporting GBV cases to ABEMO, police or judiciary, and brief history on ABEMO and the services available.

Indicator 2:  At least 10 referrals per month from external partners.

In all 124 cases received within this period were referrals from partners; but ABEMO received a minimum of 10 referrals per month. Partners included ABEMO Village Promoters, the police, community, Local health posts, Gendarmerie, Magistrate Court and Youth Groups, community leaders as well as self referrals. ABEMO experience within this period reveals that referral networks are key sources for clients and can greatly extend the reach and impact of the program services. 

Not only were referrals made ABEMO also referred cases to others partners. The entire program referred 6 cases to others partners during this year for protection, skill training, social assistance and prosecution. These partners were village council, women’s empowerment center, local counsel and police. 

Objective 2:
Improve women’s understanding of, and willingness to assert their human and legal rights

Indicator 1:   At least one radio message produced for broadcasting by Rural Radio.

In all, 30 messages were disseminated via Buea radio and the Voice of Manyu (Rural Radio). Radio messages were broadcast in French and English, as well as in a variety of local languages covering activities, objectives, mandate and target groups. Local languages used were; Ejagham, Babweri, and Bayang. 

The radio is perceived as an extremely effective way of reaching the target population. Accordingly, ABEMO provided series of radio education talks to inform women in Cameroon about their rights and the means that are available for protecting those rights. ABEMO collaborated with Association of Female Jurists to develop education activities, which made the concept of rights comprehensible and accessible to the Cameroonian population. In fact, this exercise helped to reinforce the awareness method to communities that were not reached during the mass and mini sensitizations. 

Indicators 2:     At least 1 sensitization on women’s rights per month per site in collaboration with partners implicated in referral system. 

Each site held at least one sensitization meetings on women’s rights per month. Overall, 56 mini and mass sensitization meetings on women’s rights were carried out, in the target regions. To enable more effective communication and dissemination of the messages and material developed for education and sensitization, ABEMO collaborated with local-based women’s organizations to carry out this activity. Over 6000 persons participated with women making the majority. Topics handled in these sensitizations included: the legal aspect of domestic violence, consequence of FGM, international convention on women and child rights, sexual exploitation, forms of physical violence, cause of force marriage, types of cases (penal and civil), sexual exploitation between student and teachers, students and students, child exploitation, force and early marriage, family abandonment and legal aspect on the FGM. 

Indicator 3:
At least 1 women’s meeting per month per site.  

A total of 40 women’s meetings were held in the regions for 726 women (women’s groups, beauty saloons, etc.) on physical  violence (wife beating) and legal aspects of them, consequences of female prostitution, the legal implication of domestic violence, sexual exploitation, FGM, and its legal aspects, psychosocial violence forms and its legal aspect  plus domestic violence. These meetings were very participatory involving dramas, songs, role-plays, speeches, etc.

V.
Challenges

While most of the targets in this period were reached and exceeded, the program faced a number of challenges that deterred a better performance. First, is the problem of getting Cameroonian women to know the program and accept to assert their rights. In matters of GBV, many Cameroonians women themselves have preferred to be quiet due to cultural norms. Until now many incidents of GBV are not reported because of the strong socio-cultural practices that may discourage reporting. 

Next, is the issue of involving practitioners and victims in the program. While they were unwilling to participate, it was hard for Village Promoters to access the participants in relation to the expectations of the program. 

The last difficulty is the fact that activities had slowed down within the first three months, due to the heavy rains that continues.  In a way, this also triggered delays in tackling more sensitization meetings. And what remains a key challenge for ABEMO is not only for these services to be available to more Cameroon women, girls, and the entire population, but also sustainable. 

VI.
Conclusion

Despite the above difficulties, ABEMO has made important steps in providing GBV  response to the Cameroonian population, and ABEMO’s activities have generated enthusiasm and support from a variety of stakeholders and partners. These services proved to be a highly effective means of defending the rights of victims of FGM and widowhood, sexual violence and other abuses of women and girls. 

In order to truly ensure the rights of GBV victims, a range of follow-up services were made available to heal the physical and psychosocial scars, and also to protect victims from being abused again. 
Yet, without continuing awareness-raising and assistance for victims of GBV, these successes are likely to unravel, as many women and girls in Cameroon continue to face a critical lack of legal protections. Ultimately, ABEMO maintains its position to continue the advocacy for a national law against FGM and VAW. 
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